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What is an e-book?  Why would I want to read one?  Where would I get one?  How 
would I read it? 

Electronic publishing is a new medium to many readers, but electronic books are gaining 
in popularity and gradually coming into their own.  Schools, universities, libraries, and businesses 
are leading the way by offering users e-published educational and reference materials. A growing 
number of people are ordering e-books over the Internet as an inexpensive, convenient alternative 
to paperback or hardcover books.  

E-books have much in common with print books.  They have covers, author information, 
ISBN's, copyright date, and, text—be it fiction or nonfiction.  

 
Electronic books can be purchased on disk or CD, or as a download.  Most can be read on 

any computer, whether it's IBM compatible or Mac, as well as on a laptop, portable digital 
assistant such as the Palm Pilot, or a dedicated handheld reading device called a personal digital 
reader or PDR. 

 
The disc or CD comes in a clear plastic case with a paper book cover that shows through 

the case.  The cover art is usually presented on the label as well. Electronic books are attractive, 
easy to obtain and read, and are usually more affordable than print books. 

 
Downloads are the least expensive. With this method, the book is sent directly from the 

publisher’s computer to yours.  New formats are being developed everyday, but the most 
common are HTML and PDF.  If you elect to receive your book in HTML format, you can read it 
through your computer’s browser. (You don’t need to be connected to the Internet). Or you can 
receive in PDF, a format that’s read through Adobe Acrobat.  A program that comes installed on 
most recent model computers, it kicks into action when you insert the disc or CD (not to be 
confused with an audio CD, although some e-books do come with sound.) If you don’t have the 
Acrobat program, it’s a free download. 

 
The Personal Digital Reader, or PDR, has been designed to make the reading of an e-

book as easy as reading any standard paperback. Because of their portability, light weight, back-
lit screen, rechargeable battery, built in dictionary, adjustable font size, and capability of holding 
from ten to one hundred average size books of four hundred pages each, they are perfect for travel 
and night reading without a glaring bed light.  You could slip a PDR with a whole vacation’s 
worth of reading into your handbag or briefcase. 

You don’t have to have one of these hand devices to read e-books.  As long as you have a 
computer, you can read an e-book on screen, or if you wish, print it out to read on paper.  

In some schools, students do their homework on laptops, and when heavy hardcover 
textbooks are replaced with e-formats, back strain from shouldering heavy backpacks can be 
alleviated.  Can you imagine a student going into a college bookstore and downloading all his or 
her textbooks into one handheld reader?   This can be done, now. Electronic publishing isn't 
futuristic or science fiction or fantasy.    

 



 With over half of all of the homes in the United States having at least one computer, most 
schools and a growing number of public libraries containing many computers, access is not a 
major problem. 

 Electronic publishing is not to be confused with vanity or subsidy publishing where the 
author pays to have his or her book published.  Although there are some such companies, just as 
there are in traditional print, the majority of e-books are produced by reputable companies that 
pay royalties, but seldom offer an advance.  These are small publishers that don’t have the capital 
upfront to pay in advance, but the royalties based on sales are much higher.  Some major New 
York publishers offer some of their big-name releases in electronic form, but these are priced 
nearly as high as the print format. 
 
 Since e-books haven’t achieved wide recognition yet, due partly to the public’s 
unfamiliarity with this new media, a number of these publishing companies are now offering their 
books in paperback.  Printed in short runs, they’re referred to as POD or “print on demand,” and 
are generally quality books, often in trade paperback size (larger than mass paperback books). 
 
 Some people are reluctant to buy over the Internet but a growing number of people are 
shopping over secure connections.  If you’re still uneasy with this method, you can order e-books 
by phone, using your credit card, or you can order by sending a check through the mail.  The 
download offers almost instant satisfaction.  You can order directly from these publishing 
companies or you can order through online booksellers such as Amazon.com or Barnes and 
Noble. 
 
 Will e-books replace print books?  For shorter works, it’s more likely they’ll become an 
alternative mode for readers comparable to those of audio books. But for books that had to be 
divided into volumes in the past, it’s probable they will. When paperbacks first came out, they 
were disdained by readers, and even by some hardcover writers, but you know what happened 
there, and like paperbacks, e-books are assuming their place in the publishing world. 
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